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SPRING MASTERPIECE AUCTION, FEATURING THE FOLK ART COLLECTIONS OF KAREN AND WERNER GUNDERSHEIMER AND ROGER SCHLAIFER TO BE HELD MAY 1 & 2 BY SLOTIN AUCTION. 

(BUFORD, Ga.) – A Spring Masterpiece Auction, featuring the prestigious folk art collections of  Karen & Werner Gundersheimer and Roger Schlaifer, will be held Saturday & Sunday, May 1st and 2nd, by Slotin Auction, in the Historic Buford Hall located at 112 East Shadburn Avenue.  Both collections have been widely exhibited and illustrated and many of the works are highlighted in the American Folk Art of The Twentieth Century by Jay Johnson and William Ketchum, Jr.  In addition to the two headlining collections, this sale will also feature an ambitious fundraiser for Intuit: The Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art, The Clay Morrison Estate to benefit the School of Art Institute of Chicago and property of the Columbus Museum of Art to benefit their Acquisition Fund.  

The two-day sale will feature just over 1,000 lots of self-taught art, Southern folk pottery, outsider art, African-American decorative arts, quilts, circus art, new discoveries, major collections and more.
 This sale reads like a “who’s who” of Folk Art with almost every artist featured in Jay Johnson’s landmark book represented.  

Some expected top lots of the auction follow, along with their low and high sale estimates.  An oil on canvas by Georgia artist,  Mattie Lou O’Kelley (1908-1997), signed and dated, 1979 and titled, “The Watermelon Cutting,” is expected to bring between $20,000-30,000.  The Gundersheimer’s acquired this work directly from Jay Johnson.  It is illustrated on pages 185-87 in William C. Ketchum’s, All American Folk Arts and Crafts and is the cover illustration and featured in a double-page spread in Ketchum’s, American Folk Art. Another auction highlight includes a second oil on canvas by O’Kelley, signed and dated, 1978, entitled, “Spotted Cat,” which was illustrated in Life Magazine, June 1980, is estimated between $8,000-12,000.  

An exceptionally large (40” x 15.5”), museum-quality mixed media on paper work by Sister Gertrude Morgan (1900-1980), “The Great Now Jerusalem,” featuring Sister marrying Jesus is sure to get the bidding ramped up with a conservative estimate of $30,000-40,000.   Six works by Clementine Hunter, (1886-1988), will hit the auction block during this sale including Madona of the Lilies (sic). A large and unique work on board from the 1950’s, which was most recently on exhibit at the African American Museum in Dallas and includes authentication papers from Shelby Gilley, is expected to find a new home for $8,000-12,000.

A china-plate teeth face jug by Lanier Meader’s was top Southern Folk Pottery lot at The Slotin’s last sale in November at $8,855.  This sale features 23 lots by the noted Meaders Pottery family including another of rare china-plate tooth gem by the famous North Georgia potter, Lanier, c. 1960’s, in mint condition. 

The work of folk art icon, Howard Finster, (1916-2001), will be well-represented at this masterpiece sale with 26 works, including an enamel on board beauty entitled, “There Were Just Enough.  This pre-1976 work exhibited at The Philadelphia Art Alliance Show, “Howard Finster Man of Vision” and is illustrated in a double-page spread in Jay Johnson’s American Folk Art of The Twentieth Century, pgs. 102-103 and Robert Bishop’s Folk Art In American Life, pg. 53. ($5,000-8,000).  

Bidders should also watch for a rare oil on board by Red Grooms, “Bill Traylor and Fighting Dogs,” acquired from the Marlborough Gallery, NY. (5,000-7,000), An ink and watercolor on paper, “Family Outing,” by David Hockney (2,000-4,000), A gorgeous Tella Kitchens, “No. 74, The Tragic Fire At Bucks Stables, Independence Indiana, (7,000-10,000), Welcoming Lady, a 6 ft tall painted cement sculpture by an anonymous maker, c. 1920’s, (4,000-6,000).  Other notable artists include Frank Jones, Joseph Yoakum, S.L. Jones, Raymond Coins, Sam Doyle, Thornton Dial, Charlie Willeto, George Lopez, Felipe Archuleta, Robert St. Brice, Forrest King Moses, Edgar Tolson, William Dawson, Jesse Howard, Eddy Arning, Bryan McNutt, Justin McCarthy, Victor Joseph Gatto, Andrea Badami, Lawrence Lebduska, Gustav Klumpp, James Castle, Chief Wiley, Frog Smith, Stephen Huneck, Jimmy Lee Sudduth, Mose Tolliver and so many others.  

Bidders should also watch for some special treats at this sale such as an Anonymous Waterhose Powered Whirligig, c. 1940’s. Flemish Impressionist work by Edmond Verstraeten (1870-1956), an original study by Norman Rockwell, Circus Freakshow Banners, African American Juke Joint Signs, a series of Ledger drawings, c. 1833.  Mid-century Modernism, International Folk Art, Contemporary Art by Todd Murphy, Profound Art by Monji, Jewish Folk Art from Burma.  Sensual pencil drawings by Teofilo Magliocchi, Nudes by Robert Brady, Day of Dead Masks, Skeletons and Costumes, newly discovered drawings from c. 1950’s by Boykin Richardson, African American Quilts, industrial skull molds, genuine North Georgia Moonshine Still and a working 1992 Ford Folk Art Van painted by Sam McMillan.

Slotin Auction has been in business for about seventeen years. The firm conducts its sales in a 6,000-square-foot converted grocery store in downtown Buford, located just north of Atlanta.  
Slotin Auction is always accepting quality consignments for future sales. To consign a single piece or an entire collection, you may call them directly, at (770) 532-1115 or (404) 403-4244. Or, you can send them an e-mail, to auction@slotinfolkart.com. to order a free 140-page color catalog for the Spring 2010 Masterpiece Auction. For more information, you may call Slotin Auction at (770) 532-1115 or (404) 403-4244, or you can e-mail them at auction@slotinfolkart.com or folkfest@slotinfolkart.com. The next sale after the May Masterpiece Auction is planned for November 2010, and will feature the prestigious Howard Campbell Americana Collection. Watch the website, at www.slotinfolkart.com. 
Slotin Auctions are fun, festive and open to the public. These auctions were designed for the novice auction bidder. No previous auction experience necessary. The auctioneer is easy to understand, and the experienced staff will assist with any bidding questions. Free admission, no charge for catered breakfast, lunch, dinner and drinks. A complimentary 140-page fully illustrated color catalog is published and available upon request. For bidders who cannot make it in person, live phone bidding, absentee bidding and live internet bidding are also available. All items are on public display for previewing prior to the auction.
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